
Virtual Public Open House
April 28 and 30, 2020



• Presentation with three speakers
• Ask questions via chat feature
• Pauses in presentation for questions
• Presentation and exhibits available at:

• https://northsplit.com/virtual-open-
house/

• Provide comments via project email 
address:

• info@northsplit.com
• Comments requested by May 15, 2020

Meeting Format

https://northsplit.com/virtual-open-house/
mailto:info@northsplit.com


• Welcome & Introductions

• Public Involvement

• Project Background

• Project Update
‒ Public Survey
‒ Noise Barrier Recommendations
‒ Section 106 Update
‒ Traffic Impacts of Construction
‒ Next Steps
‒ Aesthetic Design Guidelines

• Adjourn

Meeting Agenda



Upcoming Public Involvement

• Virtual Public Open House April 28, 2 - 4 pm

• Virtual Public Open House April 30, 6 - 8 pm

• https://northsplit.com/virtual-open-house/

• NEPA Public Hearing Summer (Date TBD)

https://northsplit.com/virtual-open-house/


Project Background



• Where I-65 and I-70 meet at northeast corner of 
downtown Indianapolis inner loop

• Second-busiest interchange in Indiana
• 214,000 vehicles per day

• Constructed in 1960s and 1970s – pavement and 
bridges need replaced

• Safety concerns – over 1,600 crashes from 2012 to 
2016

• Originally designed for a 4th interstate leg to the 
northeast

North Split Project



• New interchange is smaller 
and more compact

• New pavement and bridges
• Corrects the biggest safety 

problems
• Removes the worst 

bottlenecks
• Does not add through 

lanes

North Split Project



Environmental Assessment

• Analyzes impacts to both human and 
natural environment

• Key North Split focus areas:
• Highway Noise
• Environmental Justice/Public Survey
• Historic Properties (Section 106)
• Traffic Impacts of Construction

• Extensive Public Involvement 
Process

• EA Published in Summer 2020

• NEPA determination in Fall 2020



COMPLETE
• Project kickoff
• System-Level Analysis
• Alternative screening report
• Alternative refinement
• Highway noise studies
• Public survey
• Aesthetic Design Guidelines

Project Status

ACTIVE
• Historic properties (Section 106)
• Environmental Assessment (NEPA)
• Mobility Management Plan
• Design-build procurement
• Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)
• Public involvement



Environmental Justice/ 
Public Survey



Public Survey - Content

Conducted online survey to:
• Gain better understanding of project impacts
• Help identify potential disproportionately

high and adverse effects on minority
and low-income communities

Promoted via:
• 43,000+ postcards mailed to residents
• Project email, website, newsletters, & social media
• Fliers to IPS students and in grocery stores
• Hard copies in libraries, community centers and neighborhood meetings
• Booth at the Transit Center and ads on IndyGo buses



Black (3%)

Latino/Hispanic (1%)

Native American/Native Alaskan (0%)

White (83%)

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (0%)

Asian (1%)

Choose not to answer (11%)

Other (1%)

Public Survey - Demographics

1,623 total responses
• 80 percent live in the EJ analysis area
• 1,575 surveys were essentially complete
• 5% self-identified as a minority
• 2% self-identified as low-income

Race



Public Survey - Results
• Documented in an Environmental Justice Technical Memorandum in EA Appendix 

38%

34%

5%

23%

0% 0%

How do you travel in the North Split 
project area? (Non-EJ Responses)

I travel on I-70 or I-65 through the project area (38%)

I travel on city streets via a motor vehicle through the project area (34%)

I travel on city streets via transit through the project area (5%)

I travel on city streets by walking, bicycle or scooter through the project
area (23%)
I do not travel through the project area (0%)

Other (0%)

38%

32%

9%

19%

2% 0%

How do you travel in the North Split
project area? (EJ Responses)

I travel on I-70 or I-65 through the project area (38%)

I travel on city streets via a motor vehicle through the project area (32%)

I travel on city streets via transit through the project area (9%)

I travel on city streets by walking, bicycle or scooter through the project
area (19%)
I do not travel through the project area (2%)

Other (0%)



Public Survey - Responses

Responses from EJ communities paralleled those of the non-EJ community

EJ community members travel on I-65 and I-70 more frequently than non-EJ

Other notable trends in responses:
• The public receives project updates 
• Clear and proactive communication is desired 
• Travel via personal automobiles, carpools or ridesharing services
• Most people travel on I-70, I-65, and local streets 
• Most support the project 
• Most agree it will improve vehicular and pedestrian safety



Pause to Review 
Questions from Chat 

Feature 



Highway Noise



• Considered where there are noise impacts (66 dB(A) for residences)
• Barriers can reduce noise levels by 5 to 10 dB(A)

• Location and height determined by the Traffic Noise Model 

Noise Barriers



Noise Barriers

• Five potential locations
• Each location feasible
• Possibly reasonable
• Subject to input by benefited 

receptors

Predicted noise exceeds 
current criteria (66 dB(A) for 
residences)



Noise Barriers

 Recommended*
– NB3E, NB3W
– Noise surveys show support

 Not Recommended
– NB4, NB5, NB7
– Noise survey results mixed
– Section 106 Adverse Effect

*Re-evaluation of the noise analysis to occur during final 
design to determine whether conditions have changed.



Noise Reducing Technology

• Continuous Reinforced Concrete (CRC) Pavement 
• Jointless pavement
• Double the design life

• “Next Generation” Pavement Grooving
• Longitudinal grooves, rather than transverse
• Reduces pavement noise 3 to 5 decibels

• Jointless Concrete Bridges
• More durable, quieter structures than existing 
• Integral / Semi-Integral ends



Historic Properties 
(Section 106)



• Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966 (NHPA) protects historic districts and 
properties

• Adverse effect identified for 3 historic districts/ 
properties: 

• Old Northside Historic District/Morris Butler House

• St. Joseph Neighborhood Historic District

• Chatham-Arch Historic District

• Mitigation commitments are compensation for the 
diminishment of a historic property

Historic Properties Impacts



• Project elements, including trees and vegetation, to comply with 
North Split Aesthetic Design Guidelines  

• “Do Not Disturb” areas for existing trees
• North of I-65, College to Alabama – outside of 15-foot construction zone
• Existing tree stands south of I-65 from College to Delaware
• West of I-65/I-70 between Michigan and New York

• Consulting Party review of draft landscape and side slope plan 
prior to installation

• 3-year maintenance plan for trees and shrubs
• Underpass treatments to comply with North Split Aesthetic Design 

Guidelines 
• Funding for Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site Old Northside 

Connector Neighborway
• Portions of Monon Loop to remain as permanent trail

Proposed Mitigation Commitments



Monon Detour/Monon Loop
• Monon Trail detour during 

construction

• North and west portions to be 
permanent feature (from Monon
to College)

• Working with the City to keep 
the portion southwest of 
interchange as a permanent 
feature (from College to 10th)



Pause to Review 
Questions from Chat 

Feature 



Traffic Impacts of 
Construction



Traffic Impacts

• Long-term traffic changes minimal due to 
no added through lanes 

• Most traffic impacts will occur during 
construction

• Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) plan to be 
developed by design-build contractor 

• MOT plan must meet INDOT criteria
• “Conceptual MOT Plan” by INDOT used 

to establish MOT criteria



Downtown Access

• North Split Construction Limits



Downtown Access

• I-65/I-70 through traffic closed 
between the North Split and 
Washington Street

• Through traffic detour to I-465



Downtown Access

• I-65/I-70 through traffic closed 
between the North Split and 
Washington Street

• Through traffic detour to I-465



Downtown Access

• Downtown exit and entrance 
ramps outside the North Split 
project area open at all times



Downtown Access

• I-65 to I-70 link across the 
north part of the North Split 
open to traffic each way

• May be short closure (up to 
45 days) for construction of 
one bridge



Downtown Access



Downtown Access

• Pine Street entrance ramp to 
eastbound I-70 open at all 
times

• Westbound I-70 exit ramp 
open at all times to collector-
distributor road

• Collector-distributor road to 
serve either Michigan Street 
or Ohio Street at all times



Downtown Access



Movement Closure Guidelines

MOVEMENT MAXIMUM
• I-65 Mainline 520 days
• I-70 Mainline 430 days
• Eastside Exits* 260 days

(Ohio /Michigan)
• Local ramps & bridges 90 days

(not adjacent) 

*Ohio and Michigan Street not closed at same time 



Mobility Management Plan (MMP)

• MMP Goals
• Optimize traffic operations on the available 

transportation network
• Reduce overall roadway network demand
• Provide enhanced motorist information

• MMP Task Groups
• MOT/Construction
• Local Traffic Operations

• Subgroup – Emergency Response
• Travel Demand Management
• Communications & Public Outreach



Travel Demand Management

• Mode Choice
• Transit
• Carpool/Vanpool
• Bike/Walk

• Trip Reduction / Reschedule
• Staggered Work hours
• Flextime
• Work from Home

• Public and employer education program
• Real-time traveler information



• Adjacent Interchanges
• Washington Street lane 

realignments
• West Street added ramp lanes

• Regional traffic program
• Working with Indianapolis DPW 

on ways to improve traffic flow
• Indianapolis traffic signal 

improvements
• Spot intersection and roadway 

improvements

Regional Traffic Improvements

Washington Street Interchange

West Street Interchange



Next Steps

• Start Project Development March 2017
• System-Level Analysis May 2018
• Alternatives Screening Report September 2018
• Preliminary Design / Enviro Study 2019 - 2020
• Select Design-Build Team June 2020
• EA Published Summer 2020
• EA Public Hearing Summer 2020
• Final Environmental Approval Fall 2020
• Construction start Late 2020
• Construction complete Late 2022



Pause to Review 
Questions from Chat 

Feature 



Aesthetic Design 
Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines

• The purpose of the Aesthetic Design Guidelines is to provide the Design-Build 
Team with aesthetic direction for their final design.

• The Aesthetic Design Guidelines are the result of an extensive public 
engagement process over the last 12 months, including meetings with: 

• Local neighborhoods and neighborhood organizations
• Local agencies and oversight departments
• Key local resource groups
• Local business organizations
• Local stakeholders and stakeholder groups





Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines

• Prototypical Treatment Application- Daytime View



Aesthetic Design Guidelines

• Prototypical Treatment Application- Night-time View



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Design Guidelines



Pause to Review 
Questions from Chat 

Feature 



I-65/I-70 North Split Project

Project Information: www.northsplit.com

http://www.northsplit.com/alternatives-screening-report
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